
RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS 1 

 2 

OKANOGAN COUNTY 3 

 4 

SEPTEMBER 25, 2017 5 

 6 
  9:00 AM  Review Commissioners’ Agenda and Consent Agenda 7 
  9:30 AM Briefing Among Commissioners 8 
10:30 AM Update – Veterans Relief Board – Eric Fritts, Dale White 9 
11:30 AM Continued Public Hearing – Supplemental Appropriation – Current Expense - Interfund Loan 10 
  1:30 PM Update – Planning – Perry Huston 11 
  4:00 PM 2018 Budget Work Session – WSU Extension 12 
  4:30 PM Review Meeting Minutes 13 
  4:30 PM Public Hearing – Supplemental Appropriation – Capital Improvement Fund 134 14 

 15 

The Okanogan County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on September 25, 16 
2017, Chairman Commissioner Jim DeTro, Commissioner Chris Branch, Commissioner 17 
Andy Hover and Laleña Johns, Clerk of the Board present.  18 
 19 
Commissioners convened the board at 9:00 a.m. 20 

 21 

Review Commissioners’ Agenda and Consent Agenda 22 

Commissioner Hover explained he would be attending the Upper Columbia Salmon 23 

Recovery Board meeting on Thursday September 28 at 10:00 a.m. in E. Wenatchee. 24 

 25 

Briefing Among Commissioners 26 

 27 

Update – Veterans Relief Board – Eric Fritts, Michael Stewart 28 

Eric Fritts provided his update. Attached. Superior Court helped to establish County 29 

Veteran Court with Superior Court for the several different issues Veterans can face 30 

such as for drug court offenses and it will provide rehabilitation processes through the 31 

VA programs. This program will utilize the same staff as the county’s current Drug 32 

Court. There is no cost to the county other than the docket time. This program keeps 33 

them out of jail, elevates them to a point where they may act as a mentor, and basically 34 

provides good processes for the veterans. It works like the DUI court but for veterans.  35 

 36 

 37 

Mr. Stewart explained the Choice Program and the complications veterans have found 38 

with that program. Commissioner Hover asked if this is working? Mr. Stewart replied, 39 

what he is seeing is some accountability with the VA. He likes that it will be extended 40 

into the community to keep the veteran connection with the community. Wait times are 41 

ridiculous in the Choice Program. The no wait program is coming up for the veterans 42 

that will reduce their wait time for services. Mr. Fritts explained the connection is there 43 
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and reporting structure is much better. Community Based Outreach Clinic (CBOC) 44 

request for proposals are going out. Mr. Fritts discussed the results of the outreach and 45 

the money that has been brought in due to the program and the positive results for the 46 

veterans. Requests for firewood are coming and the budget is looking good for those 47 

immediate uses.  48 

 49 

Arnold Cleveland is a member of the Veterans Board. The tribal system doesn’t work 50 

and is not up to snuff for the claims process. He is asking Arnold to see if money can be 51 

moved to help lighten up the load on our veteran’s budget to help tribal members. He is 52 

attempting to discuss this with his counsel.  53 

 54 

The Flag boxes that are on hand are slightly smaller than they need to be. There are 55 

about 12 boxes left and Mr. Stewart would like to not reorder them until ones can be 56 

found that actually fits the flags. They would also like to find some that are American 57 

made not made in Taiwan. About 50 boxes are used annually. Commissioner Hover 58 

wondered if there were any vets interested in making the boxes. They would need to get 59 

paid to do it.  60 

 61 

Mr. Stewart would like the right to inspect the new van at least once per month. The van 62 

was returned filthy with dog poop on the floor and spit in the cup holders. Mr. Fritts 63 

believes we have the right to inspect the van. DVA might have a hard time with that. But 64 

we have a vested interest in the van and we need to know it is being taken care of. Mr. 65 

Fritts will push some buttons to be able to inspect the van. There is no other 66 

management mechanisms in place for ensuring the van is properly cared for. Keys will 67 

be requested in order to perform the inspections. The van is supposed to be inspected 68 

by DVA but it isn’t being done. Commissioners will support them on this issue.  69 

 70 

Mr. Stewart explained a move the military is making regarding WDVA on transitional 71 

programs and they point Veterans in a direction to set up shop and Okanogan County is 72 

one they are pointing to for the retirees. There must be A, B, C in the area for this to 73 

happen.  74 

 75 

Mr. Stewart explained when Mr. Fritts was out of the office for a couple weeks, there 76 

needs to be a backup person to take care of the office. Mr. Fritts notified the 77 

commissioners he will be taking additional time off to take care of some personal issues 78 

this week. The office will be open but no service work will be done.  79 

 80 

Continued Public Hearing – Supplemental Appropriation – Current Expense - 81 

Interfund Loan 82 

 83 
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Commissioner DeTro opened the hearing up to public comment seeing no public he 84 

closed to public and opened up to staff seeing no staff he closed the hearing to staff and 85 

opened up to commissioners.  86 

 87 

Commissioner Hover stated this supplemental was necessary due to an earlier extra 88 

Interfund loan payment that was not originally budgeted for. This supplemental will 89 

expand the budget line as there is another payment due in December. 90 

 91 

Motion Resolution 159-2017 Supplemental Appropriation Current Expense 92 

Commissioner Hover moved to approve resolution 159-2017 a supplemental 93 

appropriation within Current Expense Non-Departmental in the amount of $93,380 for 94 

the Interfund Loan Payment. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried. 95 

 96 

Motion Noxious Weed Board Appointment Dave McClure 97 

Commissioner Branch moved to appoint Dave McClure to the Noxious Weed Board 98 

filling the unexpired term of Connie Humphrey for area #1. Motion was seconded, all 99 

were in favor, motion carried. 100 

 101 

Update – Planning – Perry Huston 102 

David Gecas, DPA; Isabelle Spohn member of the public taking notes on her computer.  103 

Director Huston provided his planning department study session agenda. 104 

 105 

Executive Session RCW 42.30.110 (1)(i) 106 

Commissioner Branch moved to go into executive session at 1:40 p.m. for 30 minutes 107 

inviting Director Huston and Attorney David Gecas to discuss county litigation or 108 

potential litigation to which the county may be a party. Motion was seconded all were in 109 

favor motion carried.  110 

 111 

Executive Session was extended at 2:10 p.m. for another 10 minutes. 112 

 113 

Executive Session ended at 2:20p.m. no decisions were made. 114 

 115 

Marijuana Advisory Committee 116 

        First meeting September 26, 2017 6:30 117 

Director Huston updated the board on the marijuana advisory board the first meeting is 118 

tomorrow at 6:30 p.m. in the commissioners hearing room. There should be a full house 119 

and will be the organizational meeting to establish a schedule to develop a proposal. 120 

Commissioner Hover discussed a framework of items which the commissioners wish to 121 

see the group address i.e. 1 acre zoning and marijuana growing is not compatible. 122 

Buffers and set backs were discussed and what those might look like. Director Huston 123 

stated our code has setbacks for structures and fences are not considered as a 124 
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structure so recognition of the 502 fences as a structure might address this. 125 

Commissioner Branch stated fences at a certain height might be considered a structure 126 

and would not be allowed on the property line due to set back requirements.  Purpose of 127 

set back or buffer should be established. Are the necessary to provide to screen the 128 

operation from sight or smell or something else? We are looking to lessen the impacts 129 

of marijuana operations. Director Huston explained the discussion won’t orient around 130 

the philosophy of whether marijuana is good or not. The two things they will address is 131 

OCC 17A.290 for CUP and 17A.220 District Use chart. Commissioner Hover heard from 132 

various people about light pollution, basic partying behavior in work areas with loud 133 

music and different work ethics, the parking issues compared to the way orchard 134 

workers park versus growers with cars crammed into a space too small, garbage that is 135 

generated and operation areas with it and scattered around, and eye sore fencing 136 

materials. Director Huston explained the preference of establishing interim controls as it 137 

helps with the vesting issues among other things.  138 

 139 

Voluntary Stewardship Program  140 

       Update 141 

The work product will be a review of the contract and provide the commissioners with a 142 

recommendation. Commissioner Branch explained he discussed this with Craig Nelson 143 

of the Conservation District about the standards of protection, do no harm, no net loss 144 

philosophy. Director Huston spoke to Department of Commerce Ben Suer as the area 145 

representative and they specifically inquired about our comprehensive plan and protocol 146 

of them commenting on it.  He further discussed their interest in the Critical Areas 147 

ordinance. They believe 2018 money may be set aside for the updates. We may be able 148 

to cobble together some money to perform the work. Once the contract is in place then 149 

a meeting of the minds will ensue for further work. 150 

 151 

Char Schumacher brought the previously submitted sub division to divide the parcel into 152 

two lots. Commissioner Branch stated his previous comments/concerns were regarding 153 

a spaghetti line and he wanted to get ahead of that game with the city. There is already 154 

a meter in place he was not aware of before. Commissioner Branch wants to ensure the 155 

utilities are being addressed. Director Huston explained everyone had to hook up to the 156 

sewer and the agent acknowledges that condition and they will adhere to that.    157 

 158 

Long Plat Alteration-review and approval 159 

       Update 160 

 161 

 162 

Motion Approve the Mylar for Big Time Beach Long Plat Alteration 2015-2 163 

Commissioner Hover moved to approve the Big Time Beach Long Plat Alteration 2015-164 

2 subject to the conditions of approval. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion 165 
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carried.  166 

 167 

Champerty Shores Eastlake sewer connection 168 

       Oroville request for clarification 169 

Director Huston updated the board on moving ahead with the request. The same 170 

general October 3, he will attend for questions.  171 

 172 

Ordinance  173 

       Nightly Rentals-Update 174 

 175 

Publication on Wednesday and will be on the website tomorrow. He issued a SEPA 176 

threshold determination and a DNS so comments will be forthcoming. The SEPA 177 

checklist will be on the Planning website. The list provided to Commissioner Hover on 178 

illegal operating nightly rentals will be reviewed and drilled in upon. There have been 179 

issued six enforcement letters with more to come. Some will take more time than others 180 

due to permit issues. The process is moving along with all the letters going out by the 181 

end of the week.  182 

 183 

The annual review will be turned into a business license section with an annual 184 

business license requirement as well as annual review. Director Huston discussed 185 

elimination of the amortization schedule. Commissioner Hover replied that all nightly 186 

rentals would be required to obtain a business license. Anyone operating a nightly rental 187 

will be required to obtain an annual permit and business license will be required 188 

countywide. Will there be inspections? If so the fee should reflect county time.  This will 189 

help with those who do not pay their lodging taxes and do not have a UBI number. 190 

There are different requirements in the Methow Review Districts.  191 

 192 

Enforcement was discussed. There is a missing link with the Prosecutor’s office.  193 

 194 

Isabelle Spohn left the meeting at 3:00 p.m. 195 

 196 

OCC 20 197 

       Update 198 

Director Huston discussed not having an abatement budget. We still have some things 199 

to tidy up in the code enforcement realm. He discussed those citations being issued by 200 

actual officers of the Sheriff’s office with the Planning issuing the notices and providing 201 

the first notices to the violator then work with the Sheriff’s officers on the ticketing.  202 

Director Huston will attend the forum in Olympia mid-week this week and on  203 

 204 

Director Huston provided his administrative study session agenda. 205 

 206 
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Motion Tonasket EMS District 207 

Commissioner Hover moved to adjourn as the BOCC and reconvene as the Tonasket 208 

EMS District. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  209 

 210 

Director Huston explained he met with Wayne Walker of Life line and they had a 211 

meeting of the minds regarding the contract and that will be shown in the draft contract 212 

that will be presented next week.  213 

 214 

Commissioner Hover moved to approve the Tonasket EMS District vouchers in the 215 

amount of $13,996.04. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  216 

 217 

Commissioner Hover moved to adjourn as the Tonasket EMS District and reconvene as 218 

the BOCC. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried. 219 

 220 

Director Huston is responding to some questions from Spokane County as they are 221 

beginning to deal with some of the same land use issues that Okanogan County is 222 

dealing with in terms of the water issues.  223 

 224 

Commissioner Hover left the meeting at about 4:00 p.m.  225 

 226 

2018 Budget Work Session – WSU Extension 227 

Ann Fagerlie, Linda  228 

 229 

The regional specialist who covered our area from the Wenatchee station resigned so 230 

that travel will not be used. The Professional Services line relates to the MOA with WSU 231 

for the Director Portion of the County’s share of the extension agent position who must 232 

be faculty. The Noxious Weed contributes to the cost of the copier. That will be reflected 233 

as revenue rather than being reflected in the expenditure line.  234 

 235 

Ms. Fagerlie explained Jim Krofp came in last week, but no one fit for this area for filling 236 

the Director position. The hiring is frozen right now. Treasurer McCormack discussed 237 

this department being a non-mandated department. With the potential cuts to mandated 238 

offices, this position may be reviewed again. She did not mean it in a negative way, she 239 

just wanted to be transparent.  240 

 241 

Tomorrow the commissioners will be reviewing the Solid Waste 2018 budget. Treasurer 242 

McCormack will not be attending the meeting tomorrow. The commissioners prefer that 243 

Ms. Hall attends.   244 

 245 

Commissioner Hover returned at about 4:30 p.m. 246 
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 247 

Public Hearing – Supplemental Appropriation – Capital Improvement Fund 134 248 

Commissioner DeTro opened the hearing to public seeing no public he closed the 249 

hearing and opened up to staff, no staff commented he opened up the commissioner 250 

discussion. 251 

 252 

Motion Resolution 160-2017 Supplemental Appropriation Capital Improvements 253 

Commissioner Branch moved to approve resolution 160-2017 a supplemental appropriation 254 

within the Capital Improvement fund in the amount of $292,547. Motion was seconded, all were 255 

in favor, motion carried.  256 

 257 

Motion - Voucher Approval - Commissioners 258 
Vouchers certified and audited by the Auditing Officer as required by RCW 42.24.080 and 259 

those expense reimbursement claims certified as required by RCW 42.24.090 have been 260 

recorded on a list, and made available to the Board.  As of this date, the Board did vote, by 261 

unanimous vote, to approve the regular vouchers in the amount of $1,069,523.79 and 262 

Payroll vouchers in the amount of $10,611.90. Warrant numbers as cited on the attached 263 

blanket voucher list. Motion seconded and carried.  264 

Motion Public Health Voucher 265 

Commissioner Hover moved to approve the Public Health Vouchers in the amount of $7,153.20 266 

Warrant numbers as cited on the attached blanket voucher list. Motion was seconded, all were in 267 

favor, motion carried.  268 

 269 

Review Meeting Minutes 270 

Commissioners reviewed last week’s meeting minutes.  271 

 272 

Commissioners adjourned for the day at 5:00 p.m. 273 

 274 


